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ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

Dogs of Dark marks a substantive new exhibition by Xu which probes the ambiguity
between human and canine bodies, drawing on themes presented in a recent
collection of visceral poems created during time spent in New York City. Referring
to this body of work as inhabiting a space that is visually positioned between
these elements as potentially dream states, offering a glimpse into the
psychological underpinning of anthropomorphic figures within mysterious scenes.
The consistent link together: it serves as a functional aspect in Dogs of Dark, a
realized suite of paintings, a salvo of fragmented images.

Similar behavior, dogs have been domesticated from the earliest age of prehistory.
As such the artist captures the ability of nature to re-inscribe our own social
yearning and instinct-driven nature is also depicted, where abstract floors, walls
and objects exert themselves with the same perplexing and unsettling tableaux.

Perhaps most unsettling in Xu's inscrutable faces: unlike contemporary portraits,
contemporaries Francis Bacon, Lucian Freud, and Egon Schiele, exuding weight and
instinctual isolation. His brushwork is subtle yet intransigent. Alternately
menacing, seducing, morose, a siren of underground life of a busy cultural dog,
like Chaplin.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Born in Inner Mongolia, China, Li Xu lives and works in Beijing, Tianjin, and New
York. With graduate level studies in Oil Painting at the Central Academy of Fine
Arts, his work has been exhibited across Egypt, Italy, France, Switzerland, United
Kingdom, Norway, and throughout Europe. His research spans Chinese Oil Painting
and Traditional Culture.



Dogs in Dark

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  48 × 60 in.
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Lohengrin

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  48 × 60 in.
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A Blonde Wig with Rabbit Ears

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  48 × 60 in.
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Untitled Actor

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  40 × 50 in.
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42nd St. at 10:10 PM

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  40 × 50 in.
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Seeking Rabbit Hole

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  40 × 50 in.

6



White Rabbit

2023  ·  Oil on canvas  ·  24 × 48 in. (61 × 121.9 cm)
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Crack

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  30 × 40 in.
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Play the Role of a Queen

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  30 × 40 in.
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Agave

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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King and Crown

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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Waiting Backstage

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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Narcissus

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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Freeze

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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White Dog

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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The Green Rabbit Woman
and Her Red Rabbit Hole

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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Chelsea Hotel

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.

17



Rose Garden

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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Barking

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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Swift Rise to Nobility

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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Waiting

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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King Lear 2

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on canvas  ·  16 × 20 in.
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Unfinished

2026  ·  Pencil and acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.
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Pink Rabbit Hole

2026  ·  Charcoal and acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.
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Somatic Practice 3

2026  ·  Acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.
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Somatic Practice 4

2026  ·  Pencil and acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.
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Somatic Practice 5

2026  ·  Acrylic and oil on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.
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Somatic Practice 6

2026  ·  Charcoal and acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.

28



Somatic Practice 7

2026  ·  Charcoal and acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.

29



Somatic Practice 8

2026  ·  Acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.
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Somatic Practice 9

2026  ·  Acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.
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Seated Rabbit Figure

2026  ·  Acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.
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Seeking Rabbit Hole 2

2026  ·  Pencil and acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.
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Rabbit Lady and Her Doll

2026  ·  Pencil and acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.
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Miss Rabbit and Her Den

2026  ·  Pencil and acrylic on paper  ·  8 × 10 in.

35



Li Xu
Lives and works in Beijing, Tianjin, and New York
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